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Fifty-Dollar Paint Job

Here's how I painted my car for about $50, it's actually very easy and the results are amazing.

Materials And Tools

· Tremclad Rust Enamel (1 gallon can, matching spray can for tough-to-reach spots), Stirred, NOT SHAKEN. If you get it tinted, let it rest for a week to get the air bubbles out, or use paper towel to skim the bubbles off the top of the can.

· Foam Brush for tight corners and drip rails (above doors).

· 4" wide X 1.5" diameter Professional Foam roller (one end is rounded off, other is cut straight)
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· Jug of Mineral Spirits (Not Varsol) See Excel Spreadsheet for ranges. He used max 20% or so. 1/5th thinner to paint volume.

· Bondo Filler – (for repairs)

· Rubberized undercoat (Not the asphalt stuff)

· Turtle Wax® Polishing compound

· 10" buffer bonnet (on 10" Orbital Sander) – keep it wet when buffing.

· A good Shammy.

· Water-bottle Sprayer

· Sanding media

	Uses
	Paper Grits

	Bondo Shaping
	80, 100, 200, 400

	Final Prep
	600, 800

	Wetsanding
	1000, 1500


Bodywork and Pre-Paint Preparation

First off, get a can of Tremclad (whatever colour you want) in the can, not spray, yes Tremclad. It is an acrylic enamel paint that is very durable. Next prep your car as if it was any other paint job. Fix all the rust, etc. No need to prime the car since the Tremclad already contains elements that allow it to be painted over bare metal.

After prepping the car get a small 4" professional FOAM roller, it's tiny and has one end rounded off, and the other cut straight, and is of very high-density foam. You also need a jug of mineral spirits to thin the paint. The thing I really like about this is that there's no mess, no taping the whole car, just key areas, and you can do it in your garage, since your not spraying, there is virtually no dust in the air, just clean your garage first, also it doesn't really smell at all, dries overnight and is super tough paint. Also if you decide to paint the car professionally later, just prep and paint, there's no need to strip the Tremclad. I have done this to a few cars, and I can say it works amazingly. You just have to be patient. 

Next you thin the paint with mineral spirits so it's just about as thin as water, a little thicker. Get out the roller and paint away.

Don't get the paint shaken when you buy it, enamel is stirred otherwise you'll have bubbles in the paint for a week!

After you do 2 coats, wetsand the whole car, then repeat, 2 coats, wetsand, 2 more coats and wetsand. I painted the Dodge Charger using a can since you're not spraying the car you use all the paint and not spray 50% in the air, use progressively finer sand paper each time. It's not really that much work, cause you can stop and start any time, you can do just a door, or the hood, etc. Do one panel at a time, and don't stop once you start. Once you're done the final coat, wetsand with about 1000 grit to a totally smooth finish, and then using a high-speed polisher I use a buffing bonnet and Turtle Wax® polishing compound. Do the whole car with this, and I'm telling you, depending on the amount of time and patience you have, the results are amazing.

Laugh if you want, but for $50 ($30 for paint, about $20 for rollers, sand paper, etc.) It really looks good. Also you can do these steps overnight, paint one evening and by morning you can wet sand. I have personally done a lot of painting, mostly single stage acrylic enamel, and I've sprayed several cars in my garage with really good professional results, just it stinks, it's a real pain to do, easy to make a mistake, messy, and expensive. The Tremclad is awesome paint, the "real orange" is an amazing hemi orange, and almost looks like it has some pearl in the sun, awesome color right out of the can. I used this technique on my 1974 VW Beetle also, here are the results: 
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The car before: 
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Another after picture: 
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Here is a car I sprayed (71 VW Beetle, midnight blue metallic): 
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Here is the car before (71 VW Beetle): 
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